2025-08-05 Meeting: Drafting a White Paper on the current Scientific Data Crisis
Participants:
· Eija Juurola
· Andreas Petzold
· Anca Hienola
· Nicolas Pade
· Michael Mirtl
· Helen Glaves
· Luc van Dyck
· Werner Kutsch
· Christos Arvanitidis
· Shachar Dvir
· Alex Vermeulen


Minutes:
· Eija gave a short summary and overview of the current state of the White Paper draft and the situation behind it
· Some participants mentioned a connection to a similar request from ESFRI; Eija noted that the ESFRI SWG Environment Chair was involved in the previous meeting as well and is therefore informed about the discussions.
· Participants shared different concerns of
· not actually connecting to the affected research communities but to the philanthropists
· focusing primarily on data preservation instead of also on the services, expertise, further data collection and research products in general (e.g. networks and databases); need for continuous contribution to further data collection
· being instrumentalised in a highly political issue
· lack of resources / funding to backup data and services
· tracking of the initiative and therefore the need of a highly professional manner for the political / strategic / scientific way
· being pushed in the front while not being supposed to oversee political decisions
· needing a decision in general on how to proceed in such delicate cases; systems for long-term usage (e.g. weather forecasts or warning systems, risk prevention and future planning) should not rely on government – a similar problem could happen in Europe as well
· Participants agreed that
· EC should be the driver of any political decisions with support from the Ris, that are able to implement and support the actions, not the other way around
· there should be a clear top-down-structure coming from the EC with a clear approach before the ENVRIs are involved, to maintain a professional manner
· the RIs are there for the research and data, not for the politics
· the RIs themselves have not enough weight to make a political impact, therefore the EC is needed
· the integrated observation platforms are at risk and should be treated that way
· the problem of saving scientific data is not domain-specific, although there are urgent cases and concrete examples in the 2 approached domains (Health and Environment)
· Next steps for upcoming meeting:
· Requesting a stronger top-down-agreement with the EC as key role for political decisions
· Make clear that RIs are ready to support the EC and providing a White Paper based on this after receiving a clear strategy
· Requesting the clear lead by EC and then engage with expertise
· Further discussion will be done after summer break 
· Aim is on two-step process, with first general level note, directed to EC and to European actors, which still requires more time, and in the next step more in-depth work within ENVRI
· Set up a doodle for a follow-up meeting in early September

